
Hastings Middle School 
Summer Reading 2009 

 
Good reading habits are the foundation of success in academics.  The objectives of the 
English Department in requiring summer reading for students entering grades 6, 7, and 8 
are to strengthen reading skills and cultivate reading for pleasure.   
 
All students will choose one of the two books listed under their grade level to read during 
the summer.  Students are strongly encouraged to read the second book listed for extra 
credit.  Students will be assessed on their understanding of their first book choice in the 
fall; it would be wise to take some brief notes on the setting, characters, and plot.   
 
Books may be purchased from local bookstores or borrowed from the library. 
 
GRADE 6 
Pictures of Hollis Woods by Giff 
The Tiger Rising by Dicamillo 
 
GRADE 7 
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Choldenko 
The Wanderer by Creech 
 
GRADE 8 
Walk Two Moons by Creech 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
 
GRADE 9 HONORS-Both- 
I Capture the Castle by Smith  
The Alchemist by Coehlo 
 
GRADE 9 
The Moon is Down by Steinbeck 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


